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An important number of research works are fo-
cused on the importance of sex hormones and
its balance on sexual function and dysfunc-
tion. Kataoka et al from Japan (PS-02-002)
propose that high levels of estrogens reduce
erectile responses in male rats irrespective of
testosterone levels, an effect involving Rho-
kinase activation. Tomada et al. from Portugal
(PS-02-003) show that cavernosal tissues from
men undergoing androgen deprivation therapy
have higher expression of sirtuin-1, a protein
regulating eNOS expression and activity. On
the other hand, Shiota et al. (PS-02-006) and

Hotta et al. (PO-01-012) from Japan suggest

that oral administration of L-Citrulline improves
erectile function in castrated rats as well as in
rats with arteriogenic ED through an increase
of MO production. Vignozzi et al. from Italy
(PS-02-001) report that metabolic syndrome
causes prostate fibrosis, hypoxia and inflam-
mation in rabbits which are prevented by tes-
tosterone replacement, suggesting that hypog-
onadism could have a role in BPH/LUTS.
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