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Everybody loves a good joke. Even children at a very early age start telling jokes to their friends.
They especially like to tell riddles such as “What has four legs but cannot walk? (desk)” and
(y-Sunday is the strongest day of the week, because allthe other days are weekdays.”

Some people are very good at telling funny stories. When they tell a joke everybody finds it
amusing. But someone eise telling the same joke may not make you laugh. This is because it is not
only the end of the joke that has to be funny. A good joke-teller is amusing while telling the whole
story. Some people are witty in the normal everyday conversation. They say humorous things all
the time. They can quickly see two different meanings in the same word and then like to make
puns. If someone says to them, after their trip to the U.S. “How did you find New York?” they will
probably answer by saying something like, (a)“B! driving south from Boston!”

There is another type of humor where people play jokes on their friends. They tease them by
saying untrue things like, “Someone just told me that our English teacher is going to give us a test
today.” When their friend starts to worry, they laugh and say “I am only kidding!” These people
love to pull your leg. But sometimes when you are having your leg pulled you may not like it
because it often seems as if the joker is making fun of you, making you look silly and ridiculous.
And nobody likes to be made fun of. Except, of course, on ( (C) ). On this day everyone is
allowed to play jokes on their friends.

( from AMERICAN VOCABULARY BUILDER 2, 2002)
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A profile of an Indian scientist, Govindarajan Padmanaban

Early one Monday morning, during one of trips Govindarajan Padmanaban made to the University of
Chicago, he overheard a colleague angrily inquiring about a batch of chemicals that had been ordered the
previous Friday and had not yet been delivered. The conversation was just one more reminder of the vast

difference between the American ethos and that of his native India, Padmanaban now says. "“Here, I used to

wait six months [for delivery of shipments],” he says, explaining that he never “got perturbed” or lost his
temper in the lab.  “They used to ask me if practiced yoga because I was always so calm, but I was used to
it. Here, if we get it in two weeks’ time, I'm very happy.” '

Padmanaban has been a dedicated teacher and mentor for more than four decades, turning out more than
40 Ph.D. graduates from his laboratory at the Indian Institute of Science (IISc) in the southern Indian city of
Bangalore. For the past 20 years, he has focused on chloroquine resistance and the detection of drug
targets against Plasmodium falciparum, the most common of the four parasites that cause malaria. In
recent years, he has also somewhat reluctantly stepped into the role of public intellectual, taking
unapologetic positions on such hot-button issues as India’s fledgling nuclear weapons program and, most
recently, genetically modified (GM) crops.

Now semiretired, Padmanaban, 65, seems somewhat confounded by this latest role. He says he has
always preferred the laboratory to limelight, but at this stage of his career, he believes it is more imperative
that ever to urge scientists to pursue projects that benefit both ends of the social spectrum. “There’s a
reason I take all these responsibilities,” he says. “Not because I enjoy it, but if there is an opportunity to do
something for the poor children, I feel it should be done.”

Padmanaban says many Westerners still have to be goaded into acknowledging India’s progress, but he
remains well aware of the contrasting mindsets of Indian scientists and their Western-particularly American-
counterparts. Indian scientists, he says, have never had to work under much pressure to beat the
competition and be the first to  “reach the top.” But while he has long admired the American spirit of
perseverance and determination, he says, there is little else he encountered that impressed him. “I believe
you should enjoy what you are doing,” he says. “To be honest, I feel there are a lot of superficial things in
the West, actually. People say, ‘Oh, I enjoy my work.” I don’t think they do” .
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Do you enjoy what you are doing ?
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1 Read the following sentences and answer the questions below in English or Japanese.
Everybody loves a good joke. Even children at a very early age start telling jokes to their friends.
They especially like to tell riddles such as “What has four legs but cannot walk?” and w-Sunday is

the strongest day of the week, because all the other days are weekdays.”

Some people are very good at telling funny stories. When they tell a joke everybody finds it
amusing. But someone else telling the same joke may not make you laugh. This is because it is not
only the end of the joke that has to be funny. A good joke-teller is amusing while telling the whole
story. Some people are witty in the normal everyday conversation. They say humorous things all
the time. They can quickly see two different meanings in the same word and then like to make
puns. If someone says to them, after their trip to the U.S. “How did you find New York?”they will

probably answer by saying something like, “By driving south from Boston!”

There is another type of humor where people play jokes on their friends. They tease them by
saying untrue things like, “Someone just told me that our English teacher is going to give us a test
today.” When their friend starts to worry, they laugh and say “I am only kidding!” These people
love to pull your leg. But sometimes when you are having your leg pulled you may not like it
because it often seems as if the joker is making fun of you, making you look silly and ridiculous.
And nobody likes to be made tun of. Except, of course, on ( (C) ). On this day everyone is
allowed to play jokes on their friends.

( from AMERICAN VOCABULARY BUILDER 2, 2002)

Q1 Explain the point of this sentence underlined as (A).

Q2 Wrile the sample sentence as anormal answer to the question instead of a joke shown as (B).

Q3 What is the most proper word for (C)?
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2 Read the following sentences and answer the questions below either in English or Japanese.

A profile of an Indian scientist, Govindarajan Padmanaban

Early one Monday morning, during one of trips Govindarajan Padmanaban made to the University of
Chicago, he overheard a colleague angrily inquiring about a batch of chemicals that had been ordered the
previous Friday and had not yet been delivered. The conversation was just one more reminder of the vast

difference between the American ethos and that of his native India, Padmanaban now says. “Here, I used to

wait six months [for delivery of shipments],” he says, explaining that he never “got perturbed” or lost his
temper in the lab.  “They used to ask me if practiced yoga because I was always so calm, but I was used to
it. Here, if we get it in two weeks’ time, I'm very happy. ?

Padmanaban has been a dedicated teacher and mentor for more than four decades, turning out more than
40 Ph.D. graduates from his laboratory at the Indian Institute of Science (IISc) in the southern Indian city of
Bangalore. For the past 20 years, he has focused on chloroquine resistance and the detection of drug
targets against Plasmodium falciparum, the most common of the four parasites that cause malara. In
recent years, he has also somewhat reluctantly stepped into the role of public intellectual, taking
unapologetic positions on such hot-button issues as India’s fledgling nuclear weapons program and, most
recently, genetically modified (GM) crops.

Now semiretired, Padmanaban, 65, seems somewhat confounded by this latest role. He says he has
always preferred the laboratory to limelight, but at this stage of his career, he believes it is more imperative
that ever to urge scientists to pursue projects that benefit both ends of the social spectrum. “There’s a
reason I take all these responsibilities,” he says. “Not because I enjoy it, but if there is an opportunity to do
something for the poor children, I feel it should be done.”

Padmanaban says many Westerners still have to be goaded into acknowledging India’s progress, but he
remains well aware of the contrasting mindsets of Indian scientists and their Western-particularly American-
counterparts. Indian scientists, he says, have never had to work under much pressure to beat the
competition and be the first to  “reach the top.” But while he has long admired the American spirjt of
perseverance and determination, he says, there is little else he encountered that impressed him. I believe
you should enjoy what you are doing,” he says. “T'o be honest, I feel there are a lot of superficial things in
the West, actually. People say, ‘Oh, I enjoy my work.” I don’t think they do” .
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Q1.

Q2.

Q3.

From the above text, choose 5 words or phrases that correspond to American ethos or spirit.
1. 2. 3.

4. 5.

Change the underlined phrase (T'o be honest) to another expression.

Do you enjoy what you are doing ?

Describe briefly your objective to enter the Graduate School of Medical Sciences, Nagoya City

University.
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